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The Walls Are Broken Down 

Pt. 2: They Said It Couldn’t Be Done 

Introduction: 

A. When Christians are striving to do the work of God, there always will be opposition.  

B. Nehemiah had a great plan to do the work of God and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

C. There was just one problem: not everyone was as excited about this project as Nehemiah. 

The External Opposition  

A. Ridicule (4:1-3) 

1. When nothing else can be done, ridicule takes place (Matt. 26:67-68).  

2. Ridicule hurts… “we are despised” (v. 4; see also Prov. 18:14)  

3. Christianity today is under fire. The more we preach and speak out against sin, the 

hotter the fire of ridicule.  

B. Intimidation (4:7-9) 

1. The enemies conspired to resort to physical harm to stop the work (Acts 4:18; 5:28-29; 40).  

2. More and more today we are threaten not to speak certain messages.  

The Internal Opposition  

A. Discouragement (4:10) 

1. They were exhausted and looking around at all the rubble reminded them how much 

they still had to do in spite of the opposition they were facing (Neh. 2:14-15). 

2. Negativity by a few can lead to discouragement by many (Phil. 4:12-13). 

B. Fear (4:11-12) 

1. Fellow Jews came and begged them to surrender and stop their work ten different times. 

2. Before Jesus sent the 12 Apostles out to minister, he prepared them for the persecution 

that would come (Matt. 10:16-17; 28).  

Overcoming Opposition 

A. Faith (4:13-15)   

B. Preparation (4:16-18) 

C. Cooperation (4:19-23) 

D. Determination (4:6) 

Conclusion: 

A. We are in a spiritual battle. Our Christian walls are being torn down around us.  

B. What will we choose to do? Will we just sit idly by and watch or will we, like 

Nehemiah, jump into action and do everything we can to rebuild those precious walls? 

C. Let’s be determined to make a stand and start working together to rebuild those walls 

no matter the opposition we might have to face.   


